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December 27, 2004 



Mr. Jeffrey L. Gellner 
Art Unit 3643 

United States Patent & Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



REPLY TO OFFICE ACTION OF DECEMBER 3, 2004 
ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Re: 



Applicant and Inventor: Marvin J. Williams, Jr. 
Application Number: 10/747,728 
Filing Date: December 29, 2003 
Art Unit: 3643 

Examiner: Jeffrey L. Gellner 

Applicant elects the following single disclosed species pursuant to the December 3, 2004 

Office Action in the above captioned case: 

Species I - B - soybean. 

The claims readable thereon are as follows: 



Claims 1,2,3,4, 5, 6, 7, 9,10, 11, 12 and 13. 

SUMMARY OF TELEPHONE CONFERENCE WITH EXAMINER 



Participants: Adrienne B. Naumann, Esq. and Examiner Jeffrey L. Gellner. 

Topic: Restriction/election Requirement of Office Action of December 3, 2004. 

Others present: None. 

Exhibits or other Demonstrations: None. 

Claims Discussed: Claims 1 -14. 

Prior Art Discussed: None 



ON DECEMBER 6, 2004 



Re: Reply to Election/Restriction Requirement of December 3, 2004; Application No. 

10/747,728 

Page 2 of 3 

Substantive Amendments Discussed: None 
Matter Discussed: 

Ms. Naumann inquired how Mr. Gellner designated species and grouped claims listed in 
the Office Summary per species in the December 3, 2004 Office Action. Mr. Geller 
explained that Claim 1 is an example of Species I, and Claim 14 is representative of 
Species II, because of the difference in farming methods. Ms. Naumann' s understanding 
is that Species A is the method in which the mulch comprises buckwheat and is 
represented by Claim 8, while Species B is the method in which the mulch comprises 
buckwheat and wheat (which is represented by Claim 9). The species in which a 
commercial crop is soybeans is represented by Claim 3. 

SUMMARY OF TELEPHONE CONFERENCE 

WITH EXAMINER ON DECEMBER 8, 2004 
Participants: Adrienne B. Naumann, Esq. and Examiner Jeffrey L. Gellner. 
Topic: Restriction/election requirement of Office Action of December 3, 2004. 
Others present: None. 
Exhibits or other Demonstrations: None. 
Claims Discussed: Claims 1 -14. 
Prior Art Discussed: None 



V 



Re: Reply to Election/Restriction Requirement of December 3, 2004; Application No. 
10/747,728 
Page 3 of 3 
Matter Discussed: 

Ms. Naumann stated Applicant's proposed claim groups to Mr. Gellner, who confirmed 
these groups for the election/restriction requirement as follows: Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
9, 10, 11, 12, andl3: 1-B-soybean; Claims 8: 1-A; Claim 14: Species II. He also clarified 
the basis for designation of buckwheat and wheat methods as separate species. 

Respectively submitted, 



Marvin J. Williams, Esq. 
Inventor and Applicant 




Adrienne B. Naumann, Esq. 



Reg. No. 33,744 



Phone: 847-329-8185 



Fax: 847-329-8750 



